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* Kathryn Gordon (Kathryn.GORDON @oecd.org) is Senior Economist at the OECD; Joachim Pohl
(Joachim.POHL @oecd.org) is Legal Expert; Marie Bouchard (marie.bouchard @sciencespo.fr) is lawyer and
lecturer at Sciences Po Law School. This Perspective is based on Kathryn Gordon, Joachim Pohl and Marie
Bouchard, “Investment treaty law, sustainable development and responsible business conduct: A fact-finding
survey”’, OECD Working Papers on International Investment (Paris: OECD, 2014), available at
http://dx.doi.org/10.1787/5jz0xvgx1zlt-en. The authors are grateful to Cristian Rodriguez Chiffelle, Kate Miles
and Andrew Newcombe for their helpful peer reviews. The views expressed by the authors of this
Perspective do not necessarily reflect the opinions of Columbia University or its partners and supporters.
Columbia FDI Perspectives (ISSN 2158-3579) is a peer-reviewed series.

'Responsible business conduct is a broad concept that focuses on two aspects of the business-society
relationship: 1) positive contributions businesses can make to economic, environmental and social progress,
with a view to achieving sustainable development, and 2) avoiding adverse impacts and addressing them when
they do occur. See OECD, Responsible Business Conduct Matters: OECD Guidelines for Multinational
Enterprises (Paris: OECD, 2013), pp. 6-7.
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