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* Robert Milbourne (robert.milbourne @klgates.com) is Partner at K&L Gates LLP and Adjunct Professor at
the University of Queensland School of Law. The author is grateful to Natty Davis, Herbert M’cleod and
Sophie Thomashausen for their helpful peer reviews. The views expressed by the author of this Perspective
do not necessarily reflect the opinions of Columbia University or its partners and supporters. Columbia
FDI Perspectives (ISSN 2158-3579) is a peer-reviewed series.

" International Bar Association, Model Mining Development Agreement Project, available at
http://www.ibanet.org/Article/Detail.aspx?ArticleUid=41f1038e-dcbf-44fd-ad17-898b7aa04ala.

2 Other initiatives, such as the Natural Resource Charter, the World Bank’s Mineral Assessment Framework,
or the African Union’s African Mining Vision, provide broad principles or precepts for improving the
governance of the mining sector, but have not attempted to harmonize regulatory aspects of the legal and
regulatory framework governing mining investments.
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